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                                                  PRO-DUFFERS USA 

THE  NEWS LETTER 
Volume 1, Issue 3 Dec 2007 

 

Thanks to all of you who made it to the 

Spring Fling and National.  Letôs kick it up a 
notch in 2008 and get some more 
participation.  For those who have attended 
in the past, grab a buddy and bring him 
along next time!!  This stuff is FUN!!   
 

We look forward to Atlanta for the Spring 

Fling; we know it will be outstanding!  Bring 
your own water!!  We know there will be 50 
folks from Atlanta, so the rest of us have to 
come strong!! 
 

On a personal note, thanks for the kind 

words and the remembrances by the 
Duffers as I dealt with the loss of my Dad.  
For those of you who have your Dad 
around, take him out for a round or two 
(golf or a drink)!! 
 

In closing, your Leadership thanks you for 

your support, and look for some new ideas 
in 2008. 
 

Mel Blackwell 

The Presidentõs 
 Corner 
Mel Blackwell 
National President, Pro-Duffers USA 
 

We have had a wonderful year of golf and each 

Chapter has created memories that will last a 
lifetime, and now itôs time to think about how 
next year will be even better. We have to check-
out new equipment, subscribe to golf 
magazines, bulk-up over the winter, go to golf 
schools, vow to keep our heads down, and most 
of all, go to the range and practice our short 
games.  There is nothing like the off-season to 
think of devices and ways we can be the Pro-
Duffers USA National Champion!! 
 

Thanks to each and every Chapter and Member 

for keeping the Duffers strong and engaged in 
the workings of the Club.  We have a strong and 
competent set of National Officers as well as the 
local Chapters.  Letôs vow to have more fun and 
participate even more in 2008.  Don, the 
Newsletter is GREAT!!  Anton, the Finances and 
the reports are outstanding.  John ñBig Dawgò, 
you know how to run a tournament.  Leaphart, 
you get the Cy Young Award for relief pitching 
for the Prez. 

IN THIS ISSUEé. 
1. Presidentôs Corner 
 
3. Tournament Directorôs Corner 
 
13. 2008 Spring Fling Registration Form 
 
CHAPTER NEWS 
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AN N UA L  SP R I N G  F L I N G  2008 

April 24-27, 2008  

HOSTED BY PRO-DUFFERS OF ATLANTA 

EVERGREEN CONFERENCE RESORT & 
STONE MOUNTAIN GOLF CLUB 

Schedule of Events 

Thursday, April 24, 2008  
THE STONEMOUNT COURSE 
Shotgun start at 1:00pm 
Medal Play 

 
Friday, April 25, 2008 
THE LAKEMOUNT COURSE 
Shotgun Start at 8:00am 
Medal Play 
 
Saturday, April 26, 2008 
THE LAKEMOUNT COURSE 
Shotgun Start 8:00am 
Medal Play 
 

 

Registration Information 
 
- Registration Fees: Golfers: $35.00 
 Non-Golfers: $15.00 
 
- Green Fees:  Three (3) Days at $190.00 
 
- Package includes:  Green fees, Cart, Park 
 Entrance, Pro Shop Gift Certificates, 
 Bag Tag, Service Charges 
 
- Hotel Room Rate Per Night:  $179.00 
 
- PAYMENT DEADLINE:  MARCH 15, 2008 
 
Registration Form IN THIS NEWSLETTER 
and at www.ProDuffersUSA.org 
 

 

THE WASHINGTON CHAPTER PRO-DUFFERS 
2007 YEAR IN REVIEW 

 
President ï Melvin Blackwell 
Vice-President ï David Chinn 
Secretary ï Courtland Cox 
Treasurer ï Gary Harris 
Tournament Director ï Charles Shields 
 
The Washington, DC Chapter completed another very 

successful year of golfing, capped-off by hosting the 20
th
 

National Tournament in Las Vegas, where nearly ninety 

(90) golfers and almost 150 folks in total attended.  A 

highlight was the attendance by Sewell Horad, one of 

the Founding Members of Pro-Duffers USA. 

 

We have celebrated our season with a gala Awards 

Banquet at Congressional Country Club, where we 

crowned our Club Champion, Alphonso Davidson, who 

shot Tiger-like scores in a two-day medal play event. 

 

The Chapter continues to grow and prosper with nearly 

sixty (60) active members, and several who are inactive 

but periodically attend meetings. We are fortunate to 

have two of the Founding Members, Sewell Horad and 

Dr. Bill Hyde, who drop by from time-to-time. 

 

Milton Bernard continues to head-up our Memorial 

Tournament that each year generates nearly $15,000 for 

our charity activities, which include Howard University, 

as well as youth education and golf at the historic 

Langston Golf Course in Washington, DC. 

 

With respect to our ñTeamò matches, there was a hard 

fought tie between Kwamie Baileyôs team and Bill 

Cardozaôs team.  The team matches are played 

throughout the year and various strategies are employed 

by the Captains to gain an advantage.  Mostly it boils 

down to which players show up! 

 

We look forward to another great season in 2008, as we 

lick our wounds, buy new clubs, and vow to keep our 

heads down for the fifteenth time. 
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John Payne 
 
 Fred Robinson of Philadelphia/New Jersey wins 20th Annual 

 Pro-Duffers USA National Tournament 
 

Fred Robinson of the Philadelphia/New Jersey Chapter, who played in 

the Senior Flight, shot a minus three (-3) strokes the first day, and then followed 

that performance with a blazing net sixty-four (64) the second day, for a total of 

133 strokes at a minus eleven (-11) strokes to win the National Championship 

of the 20th Pro-Duffers USA National Convention and Tournament in Las 

Vegas, Nevada.  Augustus Clay of Atlanta finished one (1) stroke back at 134 to 

win First Place of the Senior Flight. 

 

Phil Johnson, a new member of the Atlanta Chapter, shot seven (7) over 

Gross to win the coveted Joe D. Saunders Award (Low Gross Champion).  Phil, 

who is a three (3) handicapper, shot just one (1) stroke over his handicap in the 

two-day event, and edged out James Martin of the Washington, DC Chapter by 

two (2) strokes.  Jim was the First Flight low gross winner with 153 stokes. 

 
Other Flight Winners were as listed below: 

 

FIRST FLIGHT  FOURTH FLIGHT 

PLACE NAME CHAPTER SCORE  NAME CHAPTER SCORE 

LG  JAMES MARTIN Washington DC +9   JOSEPH SUDDUTH Memphis +43 
1st  LAWRENCE GREEN Memphis -5   ANTON BURNETTE Philadelphia / NJ +3 
2nd  ARNOLD YOUNG Philadelphia / NJ -3   CORNELIUS COLEMAN Memphis +7 
3rd  RON SHEFFIELD Little Rock -2   WALT GOOLEY Northern Virginia +9 

   

   

SECOND FLIGHT  SENIOR FLIGHT 

LG  BILLY GARDINIER Philadelphia / NJ +35   BOB DIBBLE Washington, DC +28 
1st  JOHN HOUSTON Washington, DC +1   AUGUSTUS CLAY Atlanta -10 
2nd  AL BYRD Atlanta +4   JAMES SYKES Philadelphia / NJ -10 
3rd  LOUIS KANDA Washington, DC +7   JAMES JOHNSON Atlanta -7 

   

   

THIRD FLIGHT  GUEST FLIGHT 

LG  PAUL PATTON Northern Virginia +31   ORLANDA WILLIAMS Memphis +24 
1st  GIL SPRIGGS Philadelphia / NJ -3   IVY HOLSEY Washington, DC +10 
2nd  ALCINDOR ROSIER Northern Virginia +1   GREGORY SIMMONS Washington, DC +11 
3rd  KELVIN MASSEY Memphis +1   WILMER MCWILLIAMS Atlanta +20 
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Phil Johnson wins coveted 
 

J. D. Saunders Award 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

ATLANTA WINS SECOND CONSECUTIVE TEAM CHAMPIONSHIP 
 

In 1987, when the founders of Pro-Duffers USA established the rules for the Team Competition 

Championship, an important element for winning relied heavily upon the efforts of each chapter to have the 

most members participate in the National Tournament.  The gentlemen of Atlanta came to Vegas for the 

20th year of the National Tournament with twenty-three ( 23) members, and edged out Washington by four 

(4) strokes at minus thirty-five (-35) to minus thirty-one (-31) strokes.  As Host Chapter of the 20
th
 National 

Tournament, Washington had twenty-one (21) of their Members present. 

 

The Team Competition Champion (the ñCity Championò) is determined by taking the two-day, lowest 

net scores of seven (7) Members of each Chapter, which is the minimum number of golfers required for team 

eligibility and participation.  Given the importance of having as many Chapter Members as possible 

participate, the order of finish of the 2007 Team Competition Championship, which is presented below, 

clearly demonstrates that Atlanta had excellent participation and great team results!! 

  
 

CHAPTER 
 

PARTICIPANTS 
 

TEAM SCORE 
 

 

ATANTA 
 

23 
 

-35 
WASHINGTON, DC 21 -31 
MEMPHIS 14 +14 

NORTHERN VIRGINIA 9 +44 
PHILADELPHIA / NEW JERSEY 6 DNQ (Did Not Qualify) 
HOUSTON 5 DNQ 
LITTLE ROCK 2 DNQ 
DALLAS 1 DNQ 
THE CAROLINAS 

 

1 
 

DNQ 
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For the Members of the Atlanta Chapter, 2007 has been an excellent year, and we truly are sorry to see the year come 

to an end.  The year kicked-off with our Hook-A-Kid on Golf Program, where over twenty-five (25) kids got an 

opportunity to learn about lifeôs ñCore Valuesò through the game golf. 

 

          
 

That event was followed by our successful 14
th
 Annual Atlanta Marriott Marquis Charity Golf Tournament, during 

which more than $35,000 of proceeds were raised to benefit Whitefoord Elementary School and the United Way. 

 

Winning the Pro-Duffers USA 2007 Team Competition Championship in Las Vegas, for the second consecutive year, 

was a stupendous feat.  Finally, we closed the year with our Annual Christmas Party to honor and congratulate the 

Chapterôs flights winners and the 2007 Club Champion: 

 

 

 Cephus Jackson 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Most of all, we are pleased with all of the Chapterôs 2007 endeavors, which not only focused on golf, but also on our 

commitment to the students and staff of Whitefoord Elementary, and to our other benevolent community projects.  

And most importantly, our endeavors provided the Chapter various opportunities to foster key partnerships and play 

golf with both old and new friends. 

 

In the total scheme of things, it doesnôt matter how you play, as long as you come back from our golf outings thinking 

what a marvelous time you had!  Hopefully next year we continue to grow our Chapter and become an even better 

place to socialize and play golf. 

 

We wish all the Pro Duffers and their families a Happy Holiday Season and weôll see you 

at 2008 Spring Fling in Atlanta. 
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Atlanta Chapter 

Pro-Duffers USA 2007 Team Competition Champion 
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Northern Virginia Chapter (NOVA)  

 

A Year T o Remember  

 

Measured against the goals set at the beginning of the year, 2007 was indeed a very good year for the NOVA 
Chapter.  The clear implication is that we remain on a successful transitional path from being a fledgling start-
up to that of an established and productive Chapter of Pro-Duffers USA. 
 

Significantly, our Chapterôs membership roll grew by almost 20% in 2007.  However, beyond the mere 
numbers, the real important aspect of the membership growth is that each of the new members is a real asset 
who strengthens our organization.  
 

In solidifying whatôs now the norm, our 2007 schedule of activities included golf matches at the prettiest and 
most challenging golf courses of this part of the country.  Two notable additions this year were the Blue Mash 
GC in Laytonsville, MD, (www.bluemash.com), and the Gold Course of the Golden Horseshoe Golf complex in 
historic Williamsburg, VA, (www.goldenhorseshoegolf.com), where we played our ñMystery Tripò match. 
 

However, no recap of the yearôs activities would be credible without mentioning the Chapterôs participation in 
ñOcean City Challengeò in Ocean City, MD, which was organized by the Philadelphia / New Jersey Chapter. 
Members, families and friends of the Philadelphia / New Jersey, Washington, DC and NOVA chapters spent 
four great days (three days of golf) at what is best described as a wonderful pre-Fourth of July event. 
 
If you couple all of this with the Chapterôs participation in the 2007 Spring Fling in Hot Springs, and in 
the 20th National Convention and Tournament in exotic downtown Las Vegas, itôs easy to understand 

why 2007 will be unquestionably, ñA Year To Rememberò. 

Chapter Elections  

 

In September, the sitting slate of the Chapterôs 
Board of Officers was re-elected by the 
Membership to serve another two-year term. 
Returning are: 
 
 President: Tommy Walker 

 Tournament Director: Vic Thornton 
 Treasurer: Al Rosier 

 Secretary: Cliff Fields 

2007 ANNUAL AWARDS DINNER  

 

An atmosphere of relaxing comfort and friendship is perhaps 
the most apt description of the Chapterôs 2007 Annual 
Awards Dinner.  The venue, as in past years, was the Army 
Navy Country Club in Arlington, Virginia.  As a testament of 
the growing camaraderie among our Members and families, 
the event was very well attended.  The agenda included a 
cocktail reception, an excellent dinner, and presentation of 
team and individual awards. 

Club & Match Play Champs 

 
 Club Champion Vic Thornton 
 Club Champion (Senior)  Bill Walker 
 Match Play Champion Bob Hymes 
 Low Gross Champion Danny Thomas 
 Rookie of the Year Paul Patton 

 Most Improved Player Bill Bristow 
 
For those not included in the winnerôs circle, there was, 

as expected, the usual refrain, ñWait ótil next year!ò 
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Philadelphia / New Jersey Chapter News 
 
By all accounts, 2007 has been one of the best years of our Chapter, if not the best.  We held true to our 

theme of, ñHaving More Funéò, as we have had a schedule full of exciting golf outings, fierce matches 

versus other golf clubs, and good fellowship. 

 

The season got started fast with our first event kicking-off our inaugural Player of the Year Award.  In using 

a ñFedEx Cupò style format, points were awarded at selected events throughout the season with everyone 

competing for the honor to be the first to have their name engraved on the Gaskins/Copeland/Ramsey 

(ñGCRò) Cup, which is designated to honor our Chapter founders.  The GCR Cup has generated a lot of 

anticipation, excitement and attendance in our Chapter golf outings.  With only two (2) events remaining, 

Brian Cureton has an insurmountable lead of sixteen (16) points over Fred Robinson and the rest of the field.  

So, he is expected to become the 2007 Player of the Year and the inaugural winner of the GCR Cup; 

congratulations Brian.  Please visit the tournament page of our website (www.delvalgolfclub.org) for the 

complete final standings of the Player of the Year Award. 

 

Other notable competitions and events of 2007 include our Club Match Play Championships which began in 

May.  Players were organized into five (5) flight brackets in a single elimination tournament to battle for the 

title.  Congratulations to the flight winners, which is quite an accomplishment to survive three (3) to four (4) 

rounds of competitive match play golf to be declared flight champion.  Also, our Presidentôs Cup 

Tournament, which is a low net score competition, was held September 8, 2007, at the beautiful Buena Vista 

Country Club.  And finally, we had three Members, Fred Robinson, Pete Goodwin and Rupert Hall, who 

scored an eagle in competition and were inducted into the elite Del Val Eagle Club. 

 

The 2007 Champions include the following Members, and Super-Senior Flight Champion Al Gaskins, who 

is not pictured: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In June, we once again made our annual trip to Ocean City, Maryland, to battle the Washington, DC and 

Northern Virginia chapters at the 2007 Ocean City Challenge By-The-Sea.  Itôs always a great time of 

fellowship as our friends and family gather for an extended weekend of relaxation and competitive, but fun-

filled golf.  Once again, the Philadelphia / New Jersey Chapter defended the title to win for the fourth 

consecutive year.  But more importantly, it was just a good time had by all, as we always look forward to 

Ocean City as a highlight of our year.  Next yearôs event will be held June 25-29, 2008, and we invite all 

who would like to join us.  Information will soon be posted to our website. 

 

We are also proud to note that in August we kicked-off the First Annual Sickle Cell Disease Golf Classic.  

The tournament was sponsored in conjunction with the Philadelphia / Delaware Valley Chapter of the Sickle 

Cell Disease Association of America, and was held August 17, 2007, at Ramblewood Country Club.  The net 

proceeds of the tournament will be used to provide non-medical services to clients and families of the 

Arnold Young 
1

st
 Flight Champion 

Brian Cureton 
2

nd
 Flight Champion 

Ed Wilcox 
3

rd
 Flight Champion 

Jim Randolph 
Senior Flight Champion 

Greg Pryor 
Presidentôs Cup Winner 


